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Today we are not speaking only about standards, not only about financial reporting, and not
solely about regulation.
We are speaking about trust.

In 2026, trust ceased to be an abstract category.

It became an economic factor.

A financial asset.

And, in a certain sense, the infrastructure of the entire financial system.
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HOW MUCH DOES
A LACKOF TRUST IN . »

NUMBERS COST?
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Allow me to ask a question.
How much does the absence of trust in financial information cost?
This is not a philosophical question. It is a question of the cost of capital.
When investors have doubts:
» the risk premium increases,
» the cost of borrowing rises,
» market capitalization declines.
Distrust transforms into direct financial losses.
In today’s world, information spreads instantly.
One scandal, one valuation error, one aggressive accounting policy - and a company loses
years of reputation.

Distrust is a financial risk.
And that risk is measured in percentages, in millions, and sometimes in billions.
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TECHNOLOGY

DOES NOT CREATE
TRUST.

IT MAKES

IT VISIBLE

Technology does not create trust. It makes it visible.

We live in the era of digitalization.

ERP systems, artificial intelligence, audit automation, blockchain.
Technology enables the analysis of vast amounts of data.

But it is important to understand:

Technology does not create trust.

It merely makes transparent what already exists.

If processes are weak - technology will reveal the weakness.

If professional judgment is not well-founded - analytics will show it.

If estimates are excessively optimistic -— algorithms will detect it.

Digitalization enhances transparency.
And transparency enhances accountability.
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THE SAME NUMBERS, TWO APPROACHES -
ONE BUILDS TRUST, THE OTHER

TRUST BUILDER

The same numbers - two approaches.
Imagine two companies with identical financial indicators.
The first company:
» recognizes revenue as aggressively as possible,
» minimizes provisions,
» discloses risks in a purely formal manner.
The second company:
» applies professional judgment,
» establishes well-founded provisions,
» clearly explains key estimates and uncertainties.

The numbers may be the same.
But the perception is different.
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PROFESSIONAL JUDGMENT

REASONED RESERVES

TRANSPARENT DOSCLOSURE |
OF INFORMATION '

Trust is not created by numbers alone.

It is created through approach, transparency, and explanation.
Investors do not finance results alone.

They finance the quality of governance.
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REGULATION, STANDARDIZATION,
AND TRUST

Regulation, standardization, and trust.

IFRS ensure comparability.

IFRS is the global language of financial information. But standards are not an end in
themselves. They are a tool.

True trust arises when:
»  standards are applied consistently,
>  disclosures are clear and understandable,
»  professional judgment is documented and explained.

Today, financial reporting is complemented by sustainability, ESG factors, and non-financial
risks.

Investors want to understand not only profit, but also the long-term sustainability of the
business.

Standards are the language of trust.

But this language must be spoken honestly.
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TRUSTAS A
COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE
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Trust as a competitive advantage.
In 2026, trust has become a strategic asset.
Companies with a high level of trust:
attract financing more quickly,
obtain more favorable terms,
maintain stable relationships with investors,
navigate crises more easily.
Trust reduces volatility.
When a crisis occurs, the market forgives those it trusts.
And it penalizes those who have already lost their credibility.
Today we can state:
Trust is more valuable than short-term profit.
Because profit can be restored.
Reputation — much more difficult.
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AUDIT REPORT

~
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Numbers tell a story. Trust decides whether it will be believed.
Financial reporting is a story. A story about strategy, risks, governance, and prospects.
But investors, regulators, and creditors ask one question: Can this story be trusted?
And here financial professionals play a key role.
They are the ones who:
» form estimates,
» analyze uncertainty,
» make professional judgments,
» bear responsibility for transparency.
We have moved from being “report preparers” to becoming architects of trust.
The future belongs to those who are able to explain the numbers, not merely present them.In
today’s world, information spreads instantly.
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TRUST IS BUILT DAILY

INVESTORS
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COST OF CAPITAL

FINANCIAL PROFESSIONALS ARE THE ARCHITECTS OF THE SYSTEM

THE FUTURE BELONGS TO THOSE WHO EXPLAIN, NOT JUST REPORT

TRUST = COST OF CAPITAL

If we express everything said in one formula:

Declining trust = rising cost of capital.

And conversely:

A high level of trust = sustainable financing and long-term stability.
The financial trust ecosystem includes:

management,

accountants,

auditors,

regulators,

investors,

technology.

It is an interconnected system.

If one element weakens - the entire structure suffers.

Trust does not arise at the moment of the audit.

It is built daily - through decisions, estimates, and disclosures.

And in 2026, it is trust that determines the quality of the financial system.In today’s world,
information spreads instantly.
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